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Whereas, from 2012 to 2022, the number of
adolescents 10 to 19 years of age seen for a
suicide attempt has nearly doubled, and that
has disproportionately affected female ado-
lescents;

Whereas, in 2022, more than 90,000 children
19 years of age and younger were treated in
an emergency room due to unintended pedi-
atric poisoning, and more than 90 percent of
those incidents occurred in the home, most
often with acetaminophen, edible cannabis,

melatonin, ibuprofen, laundry packets,
bleach, diphenhydramine, blood pressure
medications, sedatives, and anti-anxiety
medication;

Whereas, an analysis of the National Elec-
tronic Injury Surveillance System shows—

(1) an increased incidence of ingestion of
dangerous foreign bodies like button bat-
teries and high-powered magnets during the
COVID-19 pandemic; and

(2) evidence that parents and caregivers
sought care for foreign body ingestions ei-
ther because they knew the relative danger
of the object ingested or because they sought
advice from available resources like the poi-
son control centers;

Whereas 107,622 deaths due to drug over-
dose were reported in the United States in
2021, and the majority of those cases, ap-
proximately 71 percent, involved an opioid,
primarily synthetic opioids like fentanyl;

Whereas, in 2021, the most common sub-
stances that individuals called the poison
help line about were prescription and non-
prescription pain relievers, household clean-
ing substances, cosmetics and personal care
products, and antidepressants;

Whereas pain medications lead the list of
the most common substances implicated in
adult poison exposures, and are the single
most frequent cause of pediatric fatalities
reported to America’s Poison Centers;

Whereas poison control centers issue guid-
ance and provide support to individuals, in-
cluding individuals who experience medica-
tion and dosing errors;

Whereas more than 40 percent of calls to
the poison help line are from individuals 20
years of age or older, with nearly 50 percent
of those calls involving patients older than
50 years of age, and a common reason for
those calls is therapeutic errors, including
questions regarding drug interactions, incor-
rect dosing route, timing of doses, and dou-
ble doses;

Whereas normal, curious children younger
than 6 years of age are in stages of growth
and development in which they are con-
stantly exploring and investigating the
world around them, and are often unable to
read or recognize warning labels;

Whereas America’s Poison Centers engages
in community outreach by educating the
public on poison safety and poisoning pre-
vention, and provides educational resources,
materials, and guidelines to educate the pub-
lic on poisoning prevention;

Whereas individuals can reach a poison
control center from anywhere in the United
States by calling the poison help line at 1-
800-222-1222 or accessing PoisonHelp.org;

Whereas, despite regulations of the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission requiring
that a child-resistant package be designed or
constructed to be significantly difficult for
children under 5 years of age to open, or ob-
tain a harmful amount of the contents, with-
in a reasonable time, children can still open
child-resistant packages; and

Whereas, each year during National Poison
Prevention Week, the Federal Government
assesses the progress made by the Federal
Government in saving lives and reaffirms the
national commitment of the Federal Govern-
ment to preventing injuries and deaths from
poisoning: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
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(1) recognizes the week of March 19
through March 25, 2023, as ‘‘National Poison
Prevention Week’’;

(2) expresses gratitude for the people who
operate or support poison control centers in
their local communities;

(3) expresses gratitude for frontline work-
ers supporting poison prevention during the
COVID-19 pandemic;

(4) supports efforts and resources to pro-
vide poison prevention guidance or emer-
gency assistance in response to poisonings;
and

(b) encourages—

(A) the people of the United States to edu-
cate their communities and families about
poison safety and poisoning prevention; and

(B) health care providers to practice and
promote poison safety and poisoning preven-
tion.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 124—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 24TH, 2023, AS
“NATIONAL WOMEN OF COLOR IN
TECH DAY

Ms. ROSEN (for herself, Mr. WICKER,
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, and Mr. PADILLA) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

S. RES. 124

Whereas National Women of Color in Tech
Day acknowledges the challenges many
women of color face in the field of tech-
nology (referred to in this preamble as
‘““tech”) and recognizes and emphasizes the
importance of women of color in tech in the
United States, including—

(1) Katherine Johnson, a former engineer
at the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration;

(2) Marie Van Brittan Brown, who invented
the first home security system; and

(3) Patricia Bath, who invented the
Laserphaco Probe for the removal of cata-
racts;

Whereas evidence suggests that structural
and social barriers in tech education, tech
workforce development, the tech workforce,
and venture capital investment in tech can
disproportionately and negatively affect
women of color;

Whereas women are underrepresented in
tech and women of color often face addi-
tional systemic barriers in the tech eco-
system specifically and in science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics (re-
ferred to in this preamble as ‘“STEM”’) fields
generally;

Whereas underrepresented minority stu-
dents often face an opportunity gap in STEM
education in the United States;

Whereas women and girls of color often
face an achievement gap in science and engi-
neering education;

Whereas women and girls overall often face
a large opportunity gap in computer science;

Whereas the competitiveness of the United
States in the 2lst-century global economy
largely depends on developing STEM-literate
citizens;

Whereas the demand for professionals in
tech and computing fields is expected to in-
crease substantially over the next decade;

Whereas, as of March 2023, data showed
there were more than 750,000 open and un-
filled cybersecurity jobs in the United
States;

Whereas increasing the number of women
of color in tech will be critical to building
and maintaining a competitive tech work-
force;
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Whereas women of color currently make up
39 percent of the female population in the
United States and are projected to make up
the majority of women by 2060;

Whereas, according to a 2018 study by the
Women of Color in Computing Research Col-
laborative, women of color in the United
States earn less than 10 percent of the bach-
elor’s degrees in computing and less than 5
percent of doctorates in computer science;

Whereas the low number of women of color
in tech positions who have not received a
bachelor’s degree, or who earn certificates,
demonstrates that women of color may not
be taking sufficient advantage of alternative
pathways for reskilling in computing-related
areas or may not have adequate access or ex-
posure to these pathways;

Whereas increasing the inclusion of women
of color in the science and tech sectors can
provide role models who can inspire students
of all backgrounds and identities, including
young girls of color;

Whereas diversity in any field incorporates
different experiences and ideas that can ulti-
mately lead to more creative and pioneering
solutions to the current and future problems
of the United States;

Whereas a May 2020 study by McKinsey and
Company shows that companies with a di-
verse workforce often perform better, hire
more qualified employees, have more en-
gaged employees, and are better at retaining
workers than companies that do not
prioritize diversity;

Whereas communities of color are under-
represented in corporate leadership roles, in-
cluding in the tech sector; and

Whereas a pipeline of qualified tech can-
didates of color is critical for future growth,
particularly as the tech industry works to
improve the recruiting, hiring, and retaining
of candidates and employees of color: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 24, 2023, as ‘‘National
Women of Color in Tech Day’’;

(2) recognizes the celebration of National
Women of Color in Tech Day as a time to re-
flect on the many notable contributions that
women of color have made to the field of
technology in the United States;

(3) urges the people of the United States to
observe National Women of Color in Tech
Day with appropriate programs and activi-
ties;

(4) pledges to work to increase diversity
and inclusion in the technology sector, in-
cluding through robust plans to ensure re-
cruitment, training, and retention of under-
represented minorities at all levels;

(5) commits to working to eliminate bar-
riers to entering the technology sector faced
by women of color and individuals from
other underrepresented groups;

(6) reaffirms the commitment of the Sen-
ate to ensuring that all students have access
to science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (referred to in this resolution
as “STEM”) education for a 2lst-century
economy, including computer science edu-
cation in particular;

(7) supports efforts to strengthen invest-
ments in, and collaborations with, edu-
cational institutions, including community
colleges, historically Black colleges and uni-
versities, Hispanic-serving institutions,
Asian-American, Native American, and Pa-
cific Islander-serving institutions, Tribal
Colleges and Universities, Alaska Native and
Native Hawaiian-serving institutions, and
other minority-serving institutions, to sus-
tain a pipeline of diverse STEM graduates
ready to enter the technology sector; and

(8) urges the President to work with Con-
gress to improve data collection, data
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disaggregation, and dissemination of infor-
mation for greater understanding and trans-
parency of diversity in STEM education and
across the workforce of the United States.

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION T7—CONDEMNING RUSSIA’S
UNJUST AND ARBITRARY DE-
TENTION OF RUSSIAN OPPOSI-
TION LEADER VLADIMIR KARA-
MURZA WHO HAS STOOD UP IN
DEFENSE OF DEMOCRACY, THE
RULE OF LAW, AND FREE AND
FAIR ELECTIONS IN RUSSIA

Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr.
WICKER) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions:

S. CON. RES. 7

Whereas, on April 11, 2022, Vladimir Kara-
Murza was unjustly detained by Russian au-
thorities for spreading supposedly ‘‘false in-
formation’ in a speech in March 2022 to the
Arizona House of Representatives;

Whereas Mr. Kara-Murza in his March 15,
2022, speech presented a defiant condemna-
tion of Vladimir Putin’s policies and leader-
ship outlining his corruption and malign in-
tentions, and condemning the illegal war of
aggression Putin has unleashed against
Ukraine;

Whereas, prior to his arrest in April 2022,
Mr. Kara-Murza was poisoned twice by
agents of the Russian government and the
Russian Federation in 2015 and 2017 with a
military-grade agent banned internationally,
likely in retaliation for his defiant stance in
support of rule of law and democracy in Rus-
sia;

Whereas, despite having survived two as-
sassination attempts and the subsequent side
effects of these poisonings, Mr. Kara-Murza
regularly returned to Russia to advocate for
democratic representation in Russia;

Whereas Mr. Kara-Murza has consistently
advocated for democracy in Russia and in-
sisted that democracy in Russia must be ad-
vanced by Russians for all those living in
Russia;

Whereas, in August 2022, new charges were
brought against Mr. Kara-Murza for ‘‘car-
rying out the activities’ of an ‘‘undesirable
foreign organization’ and his arrest was ex-
tended for his work as a leading member of
Russian civil society;

Whereas, in October 2022, Mr. Kara-Murza
was further charged unjustly with ‘high
treason’ in part due to his public condemna-
tions of the Kremlin’s military aggression on
Ukraine and domestic repressions;

Whereas Mr. Kara-Murza remains in pre-
trial detention and faces a prison sentence of
up to 24 years on high treason and other
charges;

Whereas the state of Mr. Kara-Murza’s
health has deteriorated and in addition to
losing over 45 pounds, he was diagnosed with
polyneuropathy, a condition that under Rus-
sian law should preclude him from his cur-
rent detainment;

Whereas, as a result of his diagnosis, he
has lost feeling in both his feet and has expe-
rienced symptoms similar to those he experi-
enced following his 2015 poisoning due to pe-
ripheral nerve damage;

Whereas section 5599F of the James M.
Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263) con-
demned Mr. Kara-Murza’s unjust detention,
expressed solidarity with Mr. Kara-Murza,
his family, and all individuals imprisoned in
Russia for their beliefs, and urged the United
States and other ally governments to work
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to secure the release of Mr. Kara-Murza and
other citizens of the Russian Federation im-
prisoned for opposition to Vladimir Putin’s
regime and his illegal war in Ukraine;

Whereas, in April 2022, Vladimir Kara-
Murza was presented the McCain Institute’s
Courage and Leadership Award for his un-
wavering commitment to fundamental val-
ues and his acts of selfless courage which
have inspired the world;

Whereas, in October 2022, Mr. Kara-Murza
was awarded the Vaclav Havel Prize hon-
oring outstanding civil society action in de-
fense of human rights;

Whereas the late Senator John McCain
said Mr. Kara-Murza ‘‘is a brave, outspoken,
and relentless advocate for freedom and de-
mocracy in Russia’” and introduced Mr.
Kara-Murza as ‘‘a personal hero whose cour-
age, selflessness, and idealism I find awe-in-
spiring’’;

Whereas, in March 2023, the Department of
the Treasury and the Department of State
imposed Global Magnitsky and other tar-
geted sanctions on six Russians involved in
Mr. Kara-Murza’s ongoing arbitrary deten-
tion, recognized his role as ‘‘a major advo-
cate for the adoption of Magnitsky-style
sanctions authorities by the United States,
Canada, European Union, and United King-
dom to target human rights abusers and cor-
rupt actors in Russia’’, and called for his im-
mediate release; and

Whereas Mr. Kara-Murza remains a polit-
ical prisoner and a victim of Vladimir
Putin’s authoritarian state: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) condemns in the strongest possible
terms the unjust and arbitrary detention of
Russian democratic opposition leader Vladi-
mir Kara-Murza;

(2) calls on the Russian Federation to im-
mediately release Mr. Kara-Murza and all
other Russian opposition leaders who are de-
tained as a result of their opposition to the
Putin regime;

(3) calls on all Russian citizens to outright
condemn Russia’s illegal and unjust invasion
of Ukraine in the spirit of Mr. Kara-Murza’s
defiant opposition stance in front of the Ari-
zona House of Representatives in March 2022;

(4) expresses solidarity and calls for the re-
lease of all political prisoners in Russia and
Belarus as well as Ukrainian citizens ille-
gally held as prisoners by Putin’s regime in
violation of the rule of law as a result of
their support for liberal democratic values;
and

(5) calls on the President of the United
States and leaders from across the free world
to work tirelessly for the release of political
prisoners in Russia and increase support for
those advocating for democracy in Russia as
well as independent media and civil society
which Mr. Kara-Murza has worked to fur-
ther.

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 8—EXPRESSING THE SENSE
OF CONGRESS THAT TAX-EX-
EMPT FRATERNAL BENEFIT SO-
CIETIES HAVE HISTORICALLY
PROVIDED AND CONTINUE TO
PROVIDE CRITICAL BENEFITS TO
THE PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES
OF THE UNITED STATES

Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Mr.
CRAPO, Mr. BROWN, Mr. LANKFORD, Ms.
SINEMA, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. KELLY, Mr.
RiscH, Ms. SMITH, Mr. DAINES, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. GRASSLEY, Ms. BALDWIN,
Mr. THUNE, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. YOUNG, Mr.
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MANCHIN, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. PETERS, Mr.
MORAN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mr.
CASEY) submitted the following concur-
rent resolution; which was referred to
the Committee on Finance:

S. CON. RES. 8

Whereas the fraternal benefit societies of
the United States are longstanding mutual
aid organizations created more than a cen-
tury ago to serve the needs of communities
and provide for the payment of life, health,
accident, and other benefits to their mem-
bers;

Whereas fraternal benefit societies rep-
resent a successful, modern-day model under
which individuals come together with a com-
mon purpose to collectively provide chari-
table and other beneficial activities for soci-
ety;

Whereas fraternal benefit societies operate
under a chapter system, creating a nation-
wide infrastructure, combined with local en-
ergy and knowledge, which positions fra-
ternal benefit societies to most efficiently
address unmet needs in communities, many
of which the government cannot address;

Whereas the fraternal benefit society
model represents one of the largest member-
volunteer networks in the United States,
with approximately 7,000,000 people belong-
ing to local chapters across the country;

Whereas research has shown that the value
of the work of fraternal benefit societies to
society averages more than $3,800,000,000 per
year, accounting for charitable giving, edu-
cational programs, and volunteer activities,
as well as important social capital that
strengthens the fabric, safety, and quality of
life in thousands of local communities in the
United States;

Whereas, in 1909, Congress recognized the
value of fraternal benefit societies and ex-
empted those organizations from taxation,
as later codified in section 501(c)(8) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986;

Whereas fraternal benefit societies have
adapted since 1909 to better serve the evolv-
ing needs of their members and the public;

Whereas the efforts of fraternal benefit so-
cieties to help people of the United States
save money and be financially secure re-
lieves pressure on government safety net
programs; and

Whereas Congress recognizes that fraternal
benefit societies have served their original
purpose for more than a century, helping
countless individuals, families, and commu-
nities through fraternal member activities:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense
of Congress that—

(1) the fraternal benefit society model is a
successful private sector economic and social
support system that helps meet needs that
would otherwise go unmet;

(2) the provision of payment for Ilife,
health, accident, or other benefits to the
members of fraternal benefit societies in ac-
cordance with section 501(c)(8) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is necessary to sup-
port the charitable and fraternal activities
of the volunteer chapters within the commu-
nities of fraternal benefit societies;

(3) fraternal benefit societies have adapted
since 1909 to better serve their members and
the public; and

(4) the exemption from taxation under sec-
tion 501(c)(8) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 of fraternal benefit societies continues
to generate significant returns to the United
States, and the work of fraternal benefit so-
cieties should continue to be promoted.
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